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always drank my health before their colonel's, and were kind to me in their discourse.
The city of York had been more remarkable than most in England for height of faction, but fouling that some of the leaders were willing to come oil"; I had upon the 4th of December some private discourse with Mr, Alderman Earnsden, one of the most wit of the whole fraternity. I set the danger so well before him (except they made some speedy signs of repentance for their former carriage), that he confessed he was sensible of their errors as to many particulars—viz., in choosing so often the same representatives in Parliament, when they knew how ungrateful it was to the King ; in their unhandsome reception of the Duke of York when lie passed through the city ; in petitioning for a Parliament, but in neither addressing nor abhorring. But that being done, he feared their offence was too great for pardon, except they obtained it at the price of their charter, which they were not willing to surrender. I asked him what he thought the city might be persuaded to do less than Unit. He said three things, if they would be accepted. 1. To lay aside Alderman Edward Thompson (a peevish anti-monarchical fellow) from being their lord mayor, to whom it came in course for next year, provided hi« Majesty would command it by letter. 2. To choose, a new high steward, and to offer it to his royal highness, in place of their old one, the Duke of Buckingham, whom they would put out; or to Lord Halifax, should his highness not accept it. 3. To elect better members of Parliament for that city, when there should be occasion. These things, lie told me, were feasible would they be received ; which I presently wrote to my Lord Halifax concerning.1
1 An undated paper, in Reresby's hand-writing, among the Sponcer MSS., must have been drawn up about this time. It runs thus :--
' The loyal party in York is much inferior to the factious. The first consists of tLe gentry, clergy, officers, and depended of the church, militia officer*